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Amateur Performances, 


et come al 


Bisovu Tueatre, Bayswater.—Miss Herbert's 
dramatic class (the ALExANDRA) gave their 81st 
performance at the above, before a fashionable 
and appreciative audience, on Monday, June 5th. 
The well-worn drama in two acts, of All that 
Glitters is not Gold, was chosen as the principal 
piece of the evening, and considering its difficult 
business went off very satisfactorily. Mr R. Gas- 
ton, as the head of the house of Plum, played the 
part with great spirit, and brought out the humo- 
rous and pathetic parts with much talent. It was 
a successful rendering of a by no means easy 
character. We have seen Mr Dalton in parts 
more suited to him than Stephen Plum; but he 
never played better ; the rough and honest nature 
of the cotton-spinner was well pourtrayed, his 
love to Martha, his grief at her supposed falseness 
to him, showed he understood the character, and 
gained him much applause from his numerous 
friends. Frederick Plum was quietly and evenly 
acted by Mr W. Claremont. ‘This gentieman has 
improved very much since we saw him last ; he 
has ao easy style very suitable for gentlemanly 
parts ; he was admirably dressed, and looked the 
fashionable lover to the life. We shall be glad to 
see this gentleman again in some other character, 
for he has talent of a good order. Toby Twinkle 
is always a favourite with the audience, and Mr 
Hull, who appeared for that eccentric personage, 
was no exception to the rule; he deserves great 
praise in not over-doing his business, and striving 
to make his part the lead, as some actors do, and 
thereby making the other characters subservient 
to the comic man. It was one of the best parts 
we have seen him do. Mr T. Laxton as Sir 
Arthur Lassell was really good ; it is always an 
unthankful part, and requires much tact to make 
it go down with the audience. He was elegantly 
dressed, and looked the part in every respect. 
Lady Valeria was charmingly acted by Miss V. 
Vivian, and her sister, Miss A. Vivian, made a 
pretty and interesting Martha Gibbs, the perse- 
cuted factory girl. Her acting with Stephen was 
much applauded. She appears well educated, and 








spoke the lines with much point. Miss E.Vivian 
caused much amusement as Lady Leatherbridge, 
and helped considerably the success of the drama. 
Great applause followed the descent of the curtain, 
and we feel sure that Miss Herbert must have 
been pleased with the result. Some singing and 
dancing followed, and the Lottery Ticket com- 
menced. Wormwood found a good exponent in 
Mr May Robson; we have rarely seen the part 
acted better. Assisted by a good make-up, Mr 
Robson produced roars of laughter. Mr Clare- 
mont was Capias, and though somewhat out of 
his line, contrived to make it interesting; and 
Charles was sufficiently dashing and volatile as 
played by Mr Hull: Miss V. Vivian acted with 
much force as Mrs Corset, and confirmed our 
previous opinion of her ability; and Miss Court- 
enay looked really pretty as Susan. She has a 
nice figure for the stage, and in servants’ parts is 
very smart and saucy.—The whole concluded 
with the farce of Mrs White, which we were una- 
ble to stop and see, but we have no doubt it went 
well, the actors being Messrs R. Gaston, T. Lax- 
ton, and R. Dalton; Misses V. and K, Vivian, 
and Mdlle. Cora Stella (a first appearance), 


Sr. Gzorae’s THeatRE.—A numerous audience 
assembled here on the occasion of Mr Wilkin- 
son’s benefit, when some favourite pieces were 
put on the stage. A Regular Fix, Meg’s Diversion, 
and the Steeplechase. The reader will probably 
care little to read notices of such threadbare pro- 
ductions ; for our part we have again and again 
protested against the ill-judged iteration of 
dramas and farces that, from constant repetition, 
have ceased to interest the public, However, we 
may say that Hugh de Brass was well acted by 
Mr Grove; that Messrs Kern, F. Small, and 
Grove, were successful as Crow, Jaspar, and the 
lawyer, aud that Miss Caroline Evans was an 
admirable exponent of Meg. Misses Ward and 
Temple did exceedingly well as Cornelia and the 
widow. Inthe farce the Tittams of Mr Prout 
Was very amusing. 


FROM A OORRESPONDENT. 


Sr. Gzorge’s Tazatre.—We have never wit- 
nessed an amateur performance from which we 
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derived more pleasure than that which took 
plaee here on Tuesday, June 6tb, for the benefit 
of Mr G. R. Wilkinson. An unusually strong 
muster, both of performers and spectators assem- 
bled to celebrate this annual event, and the ball 
was set merrily rolling by Maddison Morton's 
farce of A Regular Fix, in which Mr F. Grove 
assumed Mr Sothern’s part of Hugh de Brass. 
This gentleman plays with great facility, and was 
well supported, especially by Mr G. F. Kern as 
Mr Surplus, and Miss Helen Temple as Mrs 
Surplus.—A sinall, but excellent band, filled up 
the interval until the commencement of the prin- 
cipal piece of the evening, Mr H. T. Craven’s 
famous drama of Meg’s Diversion. In this the 
talents of Miss Caroline Evans as Meg were 
brought into play, and produced great effect, by 
the skilful blending of archness and pathos. 
Miss Ada Ward looked perfectly charming as Cor- 
nelia, and Miss Helen Temple perhaps looked a 
trifle too young and lovely for Mrs Netwell. 
Indeed, between two such radiant beauties 
Ashley Merton might well be paidoned for inde- 
cision. This aristocratic philosopher was person- 
ated by Mr A. Donaldson with really artistic 
aplomb and finish. Scrupulously faithful to the 
text, his lines were delivered with point and pre- 
cision. Jaspar Pigeon had evidently been care- 
fully studied by Mr F. Small, jun., who, taking 
the original representative of the part as his 
model, succeeded in making his audience share 
his joys and troubles. Mr G. F. Kern again ap- 
peared in an elderly part, that of Jeremy Crow, 
the selfish father, and sustained it right well. 
Roland Pigeon was entrusted to Mr W. Seear, 
who has a very good appearance; and Mr F. 
Grove displayed his versatility by giving an ad- 
mirable portraiture of Eytem the lawyer.—The 
performances concluded with the farce of the 
Steeplechase, in which Mr Prout reminded us 
strongly of Mr Toole, and provoked nearly as 
much laughter as his prototype. Mr Braithwaite 
was also very funny as Alderman Slowcoach, and 
Mr Walter Howard played Doctor Clipper in a 
manly, vivacious style. A word must be said for 
Mr David Young, who shows a remarkable apti- 
tude for the “ bailiff” class of parts. In both the 
farces a sheriff's officer fel! to this gentleman’s 
lot. Miss Frances Leighton, Miss Nellie Secre- 
tan, and Miss Louie Lawson, also added to the 
success of the gentleman “ in the Pigskiu.”"—The 
stage-arrangements were made under the direc- 
tion of Mr J. W. Broughton. 


Last Wednesday, a fashionable assembly was 
convened to enlarge the funds of the House of 
Charity, Soho, which stands greatly in need of a 
subsidy. The names of several Countesses and 
ladies of rank were put forward as patronesses, and 
it is to be hoped were the means of opening the 


purse-strings cf the well-disposed.—Tom Taylor's. 


drama called Victims, very rarely attempted by 
amateurs, was acted in a way that merits the 
highest enconium. The most prominent names 


(most of which were unknown to us) were Mr 
Chatterton, the stock-broker ; Mr J. Blount, who 
enacted the selfish poet with great sang-froid ; Mr 
Turner, Butterby; Mr Latham, Rowley ; and the 
ladies, who were not unimpressed with the import- 
ance of the duties they had undertaken, Mrs 


Gaston played Mrs Fitzherbert admirably. Mise 
Crane, a stiff-necked, sententious lady of an un- 
amiable type, was simulated with great skill by 
Miss Sullivan; and the listless Mrs Merryweather 
was ably interpreted by Mrs Ross Church. The 
applause was well merited. The irrepressible 
Spitalfields Weaver, and the lugubrious farce of 
the Blighted Being, together with the interminable 
waits, completed the evening’s amusements. (7%) 


LapBrokE THEATRE.—Those who are lucky 
enough to remember the good old days of Drury 
Lane have probably a lively recollection of his 
Majesty’s Servants—at any rate, of the two most 
comic in the establishment, Liston and Harley— 
in the greatly successful but absurd farce ot the 
Illustrious Stranger. Visions of palanquins, gor- 
geous banners, negro attendant3, Indian umbrellas, 
lovely houris, stalwart eunuchs, malignant and 
turbaned Turks, scimitared bashaws, and 
Brahminical priests, will defile before their en- 
chanted imaginations. The same fortunate indi- 
viduals, however, will hardly be prepared to see 
this magnificence produced on a mimic scale— 
minus the palanquins only—on a mimic stage. 
Yet this Oriental display was actually attempted 
at the Ladbroke on the 5th. Certainly this was 
the first occasion on which amateurs have emu- 
lated the luxurious grandeur of the Arabian 
Nights, but it was Eastern gorgeousness in its 
decadence. The faded embroideries of India, 
the brocaded silks and dingy gold tissues of 
Persia, the sacerdotal robes of Brahma and 
Vishnu, the bald pates and pigtalis of the Celes- 
tials, provided by the theatrical Mandarins— 
Harrison and Wickens—were suggestive of a 
deficit in the Malabar Budget for the year 1871, 
But much fun was evoked by the actors. Mr 
Danbridge’s Bowbell is au amusing caricature of 
a bewildered cockney ; and Mr Allen makes a 
quaint Gimbo. King Aboulifar in Mr Nicholls’s 
hands becomes a formidable potentate of the 
Blue Beard type; and Misses Stirling and Kate 
Harris as Fatima and Irza are belles of that 
voluptuous order so highly esteemed. in those 
beatific climes where plumpness is a synonym 
for beauty. The lover Azan (Mr Barnwell) made 
his debut, and like the doctor Alibajou (Mr Bar- 
ley), comported himself creditably; but the 
prompter’s supplies greatly exceeded thedemand, 
imperfect as were some of the Asiatics in their 
parts. 


_ 

Mr Charles Matthews is likely to prolong for 
two years a stay in America, in course of which 
he will visit all portions of that continent. Sub- 
sequently he will return to London, and take 
farewell of the stage. 

A memorial, signed by over forty persons, con- 
nected with literature and the public press, has 
been presented by Mr Torrens, M.P.for Finsbury, 
to the First Lord of the Treasury, Mr Gladstone, 
for a Civil List pension or award to Mr John 
Frederick Rowe, in consideration of his many 
years’ contributions to the press, his indigent 
circumstances, and enfeebled health. George 
Cruikshank, and several persons of public note, 
have signed the memorial in the hope that Mr 
Gladstone will take the case into favourable con- 
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The Theatres, €e, 





Lyceum THeatre.--The artistes of the 
Variétés are working through their repertoire with 
inexhaustible energy. Each change of pro- 
gramme makes us acquainted with some pathetic 
trifle or droll absurdity. The programme last 
week was mostly comic. From one end to the 
other there is nothing but fun, and hardly a 
moment elapses without a hearty guffaw from 
some one particulary rapid at catching a joke, ora 
peal of laughter which runs merrily round the 
house. The one-act vaudeville, C’est Pour ce 
Soir, shows what humour can be obtained out of 
the situation of a married woman giving a party 
during her husband’s absence to his superior 
officers in the gendarmerie, in order to secure his 
promotion, and the sudden return of the husband 
in the midst of the festivities. M. Léonce andjM. 
Duval were capital as Trioche and the Captain ; 
Mdlle. B. Legrand acted with unusual spirit as 
Vércuique, singing Hervé’s comic song, “ Taisez 
vous Joseph,” with irresistible effect. The vau- 
deville was altogether thoroughly amusing. After 
this came Le Mal dela Peur, in which M. Leseur 
plays a miserly old invalid, fond of bullying 
everyone about him, and determined to throw 
every obstacle in the way of a union with his own 
scapegrace son and the charming daughter of the 
old gentleman’s buxom housekeepar. Rebourdon, 
the invalid, stamps and raves, cries like a petted 
child, and protests against any such match; but 
a good old doctor stands the friend of the young 
people, and determines to win over Rebourdon. 
The play has not much merit in itself, but of 
course the acting of M. Leseur gives it an interest 
which it would not otherwise possess. He repre- 
sented the testy old invalid, miserable and weak, 
afraid to be left alone, and yet clinging to the 
skirts of obstinacy, with the same point and ap- 
preciation of character which he has displayed in 
bis other impersonations. Mdlle. Désirée took 
the place of Malle. Carlin, and as Ifena acted as 
delightfully as ever. The vaudeville called Le 
Chevreuil is one of the most amusing plays which 
as yet been produced. It is constructed with 
singular ingenuity, and the] ramifications of a 
plot turning on women who disguise themselves 
as men, and not being discovered as men disguise 
themselves as women again, maybe easier guessed 
than described. M. Grenier makes a_ great 
character out of the jealous clodhopper, who is 
afraid to allow his wife out of his sight for an 
instant, and who, all the time he is at the chateau 
with Rosalind, is thinking of the handsome 
friend at home with his pretty wife. The Rosa- 
lind in question is delightfully played and with 
true expression by Mdlle. Gauthier, and she also 
sings several little songs to perfection. Malle. 
Legrand, M. Tony-Riom, M. Cooper, and M. 
Bordier also gave ample assistance to a piece 
which is an undeniable success. 


Rorat Cremorne Garpens.—The prevalence 
of wintry winds and gloomy days does not pre- 
vent the patrow of Cremorne from visiting that 
popular resort. The Ascot Cup Féte was, all 
things considered, a great sucecss. The hotel 





and cabinets‘were specially?patronised, the ballets 
numerously supported, and the Stormivg of Stras- 
burg showed no diminution in its attractions. The 
new mode of illuminating the flower-borders, 
Chinese platform, and principal walks, elicited as 
it well deserves, unusual praise. 


—_—_-_.— - 
AMERICAN NEWS. 
From New York we hear Mr Char!es Matthews 


has appeared at the Fifth Avenue Theatre as Sir 
Simon Simple in Mr Byron’s draina ef Vot Such 


@ Fool as he Looks. The New York Clipper, of ° 


May 27, says “‘ Mr Matthews impersonation of the 
character was in every respect worthy of that 
great artist, being impressive, full of humour, and 
characterised by naturalness end ease. Mr 
Davidge (Mould) aud Mrs’ Gilbert (Mrs Mould) 
were the next most noticeable. Miss Fanny 
Morant (Miss Merton) was also commendable, 
The piece was agreat success.” From Boston we 
hear that Mr Walter Montgomery has been per- 
forming in a variety of characters. On the 
occasion of his benefit he appeared as the moody 
Jacques, in As You Likes /t, and afterwards as 
Captain Bamboozle. After the comedy he was 
called out and treated to a cordial reception, 
which elicited a brief speech from him; he spoke 
of the * dear old drama” with much feeling, and 
bid all farewell, as his arrangements were made 
for returning to England.—Dominick Murray has 
‘opened ” at Holiday-street Theatre, Baltimore, 
as Mickey Free. He has been enthusiastically 
received, and his acting is spoken of with great 
praise. 


THEATRICAL OBITUARY, 

W. P. Hats, eldest son of the late Archdeacon 
Hale, died on the 4th inst., aged 47. In conjunc- 
tion with the late Francis T'alfourd he wrote some 
extravaganzas, the most noticeable being Zhe 
Wikow Pattern Plate. 





Lady Hatherley had a concert on Monday se’n- 
night at the Lord Chancellor’s residence in Great 
George-street. Precisely at 11 the concert com- 
menced. The artists engaged were—Mesdames 
Sinico and Monbelli, Signor Gardoni, Madlle. 
Elena Angéle, Signor Ciabatta, Signor Delle 
Sedie, &c. Signor Mattei presided at the piano- 
forte. About 300 members of the aristocracy and 
friends graced her ladyship’s concert by their 
presence. 

We are glad to bear that a movement is afoot 
for the purpose of giving some form of a compli- 
mentary banquet to the Comédie Francaise. 
Such scheme will have our warmest support. 
Among those lending their aid to the scheme are, 
we understand, Lords Granville, Lytton, Powers- 
court, and Houghton, Sir Charles Dilke, Sir T. 
Hardy, Sir B. Leighter, Mr Leighton, R.A., Mr 
Calderon, R.A., Mr Poynton, A.R.A., M. Alma 
Tadema: Mr Whistler, Mr Madox Brown, Mr 
Swinburne, Mr B. Webster, Mr Westland 
Marston, Mr Locker, M. Du Maurier, Mr 
Palgrave Simpson, Mr Shirley Brooks, Mr Tora 
Taylor, Mr Hare, Mr Clarke, Mr Clayton, and a 
host of others. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. lr’, Rowr.—We do not remember the drama you allude to; 
if it was printed, Mr Lacy, 89, Strand, will give you the in- 
formation. 

Jack Sweprarp.—We have published the lines before, some 
years back, 

J. J., Islington.—The late Robt. Edgar was in his 52nd year, 

Inauirner.—We have no time to look over the last volume to 
ascertain the last performance of the Club you name. See 
the list of Registered Clubs. 


J. Stms.—The Journa will be forwarded weekly. 
CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). 


Six Lines - - - - - - - Is. Od. 
Eight - - - - - - - ls. 6d. 
Twelve - - - - - . - 2s. Od. 
Twenty - 7 ~ - - - - 2s. 6d. 
Across the back - - - - - Is, extra. 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 335a, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 335A 
Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
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SHAXSPERES HEROINES. 
THE :-THREE ANNES. 
Continued from page 182. 
Anne herself has a foreshadowing of the 
great rank she is to hold, when she says :— 


« —___. it faints me 


To think what follows.” 

We hear Anne’s voice no more, but we are 
dazzled with her beauty in the Westminster- 
street when she appears in the Cvronation 
Procession, under the Canopy borne by four 
of the Cinque-ports, her hair richly adorned 
with pearl, and crowned. Oneach side of her, 
the Bishops of London and Winchester. One 
of the gentlemen looking on exclaims, as he 
gazes on her :— 

“* Heaven bless thee ! 
Thou hast the sweetest faco I ever looked on. 
Sir, as I hove & soul, she is an angel : 





Our king has all the Indies in his arms, 

And more, and richer, when he strains that lady ; 

I cannot blame his conscience.” 

After the ceremony at the Abbey, a third 
gentleman reports as follows :— 

“« ___. her grace sat down 

To rest awhile, some half an hour or so, 

In a rich chair of state, opposing freely 

The beauty of her person to the people. 

Believe me, sir, she is the goodliest woman 

That ever lay by man.” 

Queen Anne’s accouchement is announced to 
the king by the same old lady that banters ber 
in the ante-chamber. She tells him the babe 
(Elizabeth) is as like him as cherry is to 
cherry, for which compliment he orders her an 
hundred marks. 

“An hundred marks! By this light 

I'll have more. e * * 

Said I for this the girl is like to him ? 

[ will have more, or else unsay ’t.” 

It is naturally supposed that Shakepere pur- 
posely concealed Anne Boleyn’s faults (and 
they were pretty glaricrg) out of regard to 
Queen Elizabeth’s feelings. 


We have scarcely left ourselves space to 
speak of our third Anne ; the intelligent reader 
who remembers his Shakspere, has not forgot- 
ten that pretty country-girl, born of well-to-do 
parents, who, educated in good old English 
style, is not above bringing the wine to her 
father’s guests, and, like Beatrice, bids her 
admirer come to dinner; who, though un- 
marked by any special characteristics beyord 
mere prettiness, has yet sufficient will of her 
own to marry the man of her choice, despite. 
her parents’ wish that she should wed ‘a fool 
and a physician ;’ who is entrusted with the 
utterance of only twenty-six linee, and yet is 
essential to the completeness of the comedy, 
and certainly the most charming and loveable 
personage in it; who exclaims on beholding 
her father’s choice :— 

*‘O what a world of vile ill-favoured faults 

Looks handsome in three hundred pounds a year!” 
and says beseechingly :— 

‘Good mother, do not marry me to yond’ fool.” 

* Alas, I had rather be set quick i’ the earth, 

And bowl’d to death with turnips,” 
and who appears (by proxy) both as “a post- 
master’s boy’’ and “‘un paysan, by gar, a boy,” 
to her despised adorers, and, at tbe last, with 
her dear Fenton as his wife, patiently ejacula- 
ting :— 

“ Pardon, good father! good my mother pardon!” 

Need we say it is Sweer Anne Pace? 





THE GRACEFUL PERDITA. 


THE prominent traits of Perdita are senti- 
ment ard elegance—Doric grace and simplicity. 
She is also highly imeginative—the union of 
the pastoral and romantic with the classical and 
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poetical. Her perfections sit upon her with a 
certain careless grace and picturesqueness. 
Perdita’s character is subordinate to that of 
her mother, the queenly Hermione—yet the 
picturing is perfectly finished—the colouring 
is silvery and delicate. There is an exquisite 
combination of the pastoral with the elegant— 
of spirit with sweetness. To appreciate the 
truth of the picture we must place Perdita 
beside some of the nymphs of Arcadia, or 
Greene’s Fawnia, her prototype, when opposed 
to her, melt away into mere abstractions. She 
does not appear till the fourth act, ‘‘a very 
queen of curds and cream;”’ the whole of the 
character is developed in the course of the third 
scene—with a completeness of effect that 
leaves nothing to be desired. In that elegant 
scene where she receives the guests at the 
sheep-shearing, and distributes the flowers, 
there is a beautiful touch of individual charac- 
ter; she does not attempt to reason with 
Polixenes; she gives up the argument, but 
retains her opinion opinion, her own sense of 
right, unshaken by his sophistry. How aptly 
does her lover Florizel dedcribe her natural 
grace when he says :— 
‘When you do dance, I wish you 

A wave of the sea, that you may ever do 

Nothing but that!” 

In his first speech he tells her she is 

“No shepherdess ; but Flora 
Peering in April’s front.” 

But this exquisite Pastoral—the scene in 
Bohemia at the shepherd’s cottage must be 
carefully read, as its beauties will admit of no 
mutilation. Her lover is not alone in his rap- 
ture. Polixenes tells Camitlo that :— 

‘“ This is the prettiest low-born lass that ever 


Ran on the green sward; nothing she does or 
seems, 


But smacks of something greater than herself ; 

Too noble for this place.” 

He cannot, however, give his consent to his 
son’s union with thie low-born beauty; and 
when he discovers himself, poor Perdita ex- 
claims :— 

‘* Even here undone ! 

I was not much afeard ; for once, or twice, 

I was about to speak, and tell him plainly, 

The self-same sun that shines upon his court 

Hides not his visage from our cottage, -but 

Looks on all alike. 

- e * This dream of mine, 

Being now awake, I’ll queen it no inch farther, 

But milk my ewes and weep.” 

After this untoward state of their fortunes, 
she maintains an almost imperturbable silence; 
she speaks only eight lines ; and six more in 
Paulina’s house. 

The play, the outline of the story rather, is 
taken from Greene’s novel of “ Pandosto,” but 
Shakspere scarcely adopted a single hint for 
his descriptions, or a line for bis dialogue; his 
Perdita is infinitely superior to Greene’s pretty 
shepberdese, Fawnia. 


Love of truth is a distinct feature in her 
character ; when the two lovers fly from Bohe- 
mia, and take refuge in the court of Leontes, 
Perdita is silent. She cannot deny the story 
Florizel relates—she will not confirm it. There 
are some lovely touches, such as the description 
of her grief when listening to the tale of her 
mother’s death—her deportment as she gazes 
on the statue of Hermione, fixed in wonder 
and sorrow—her innate dignity pierces through 
her rustic disguise; this scene is absolutely 
perfect. In the novel Polixenes does not in- 
terrupt his son, in the disguise of a guest at 
the cottage of Perdita’s reputed father. The 
lovers are made to escape without the king’s 
knowledge. But Greene could not invent the 
final act. The management of the catastrophe 
was left for the bard’s matchless intuition and 
taste. 

Paulina presents the lovely girl to Hermione 

“‘Kneel and pray your mother’s blessing— 

Turn good lady: our Perdita is found.” 

Hermione, descended from her pedestal, thus 
welcomes her :— 

“ You gods, look down, 

And from your sacred vials pour your graces 

Upon my daughter’s head.” 

Perdita utters not a word, but her father 
addressing his long-lost queen informs her that 
Florizel, 

“ This your son-in-law, 

And son unto the king (whom heaven’s directing, ) 

Is troth plight to your daughter.” 

The honest Camillo and the just Paulina are 
united and the legendary drama of a Winter's 
Talehere closes. Mamillius in the 2nd act 
tells his queen mother that “ a ead tale’s best 
for winter.”’ How exquisitely is all the gloom 
of the opening scenes diepelled by Shakspere’s 
magic ekill. 

— 


Musica Tasasures.—A complete repertory 
of the best English and foreign musie. ‘ The 
Marriage of the Roses,” “ Valse Brillante,” by 
E. Southwell. Edited by Dre J. W. Bernhardt. 
Dicks and Co.; H. Williams. 

Ravina, the well-known Russian composer and 
pianist, is about to visit London. 

The New Royalty Theatre will shortly fall into 
the hands of Mr W. H.C. Nation. A new two- 
act comedy by Dr. Westland Marston is — 
the novelties with which the new management wi 
commence. 

On Monday week the Prince of Wales, accom- 
panied by the Grand Duke Vladimir and Princé 
John of Gliicksburg, visited the “ Two-headed 
Nightingale Combination ” at Willis’s Rooms. 

Miss Henrietta Hodson and a portion of the 
Royalty company will shortly appear at the Royal 
Alfred Theatre, 

& We regret to state that Mr Buckstone, although 
in good bodily health, is suffering from inflamma- 
tion of the eyes. His medical attendant, bow- 





ever, states that in a few daye’ rest will enable the 
talented comedian to be again in our midst. 
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POPULAR ACTRESSES.—LXX. 
MADAME GRASSINI, 

Tuls celebrated cantatrice made her first ap- 
pearance in England at the old Opera House in 
La Virgine del Sol in 1804, She possessed a 
superb contralto voice, was an admirable actress, 
and a beautiful woman. Amongst others, Mrs 
Siddons was often heard to express her admira- 
tion of her acting, and repeatedly visited the 
Opera expressly to see her action; and she once 
told Grassini of it. Assuredly in this respect 
no singers but Viardot and Grisi have surpassed 
her. When she sang at the San Carlo she was 
visited by H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex, who was 
a good judge of music, and greatly admired her, 
She sang with Mrs Billington in // Ratto di Pros- 
erpina, composed expressly by Winter for those 
two charmiug women, The attraction of the 
beautiful Proserpine (Grassini) and her mother 
the lovely Ceres (Billington) drew immense 
houses. This was the only opera in which 
these divinities appeared together. In those 
days, Saturday was the fashionable night ; it 
was & sine gua non with these goddesses that 
the Saturday should be held sacred. £500 
would sometimes be taken ou that night, 
whilst Tuesday’s receipts would ofteu be under 
£60. It was Mrs Billington’s turn to sing on a 
Tuesday (as arranged), but she was taken witha 
severe hoarseness, and could not leave her bed, 
Grassini was entreated by Goold, the lessee, to 
sing, but she declared that no power on earth 
should induce her, as Saturday was her night, 
and not Tuesday. Inthis dilemma, Michael Kelly, 
the stage-manager, hit upon the lollowing ruse, 
and thugs addressed the refractory prima- 
donna—“* My dear Grassini, as manager, I 
ought to prevail upon you to perform, but as a 
performer myself I enter into your feelings, and 
think you perfectly right not to sing out of your 
turn, but I trust you will not repeat what I say 
to you to Mr Goold.”—“' My dear Kelly, depend 
on it I will not; I look upon you to be my sincere 
friend.”—“ To be sure,” said Kelly, as he was 
leaving the room, ‘It’s rather unlucky you don’t 
singto-night, for the Queen has announced her in- 
tention to come tncognsta, with the princesses, pur- 
posely to see you perform, and a loge grillée is 
ordered to be prepared for them, where they can 
see and hear without being observed, but I'll ste 
to the Lord Chamberlain’s office and , 
—Stop, Kelly, what you now say alters the 
case; if her Majesty Queen Charlotte wishes to 
see La Virgine del Sol, and to hear me, I am 
bound to obey Her Majesty’s commands : go then 
to Goold, and tell him I wil/ sing.” 

When Kelly went into her dressing-room that 
Tuesday after the first act, Grassini supecting he 
had made up the story to cojole her, teased him 
with the trick, and when he confessed it, she took 
it very goodnaturedly, and joined in the laugh at 
her own credulity. 

Grassini occupied the Italian lyric stage for 
many years, and retained the high position she 
held in it, attracting all lovers of good singing. 








Mr and Mrs Howard Paul will shortly give 
some of their unique entertaiuments, in conjunc- 
= with the Christy Minstrels, at St, James's 

all. 





POPULAR ACTORS.—XLIII. 


ROBERT BADDELEY. 


A low-comedian of much ability, for many 
years attached to the D.L. company. He was 
celebrated for Jews and Frenchmen, and his 
Canton in the Clandestine Marriage will be 
remembered in conjunction with King’s Lord 
Ogilby. He was a worthy man, according to 
Kelly, who says that he ‘obtained the soubri- 
quet of ‘Old Vinegar”? from his excellent 
acting of Vinegar ir: O'Keefe’s Son-in-Law. 
In his younger days, he bad been a cook, and 
was extremely proud of his skill in the 
culinary art. He had been cook to Foote, in 
whose service he imbibed a taste for the 
drama. He married acelebrated beauty, Miss 
Snow. When he was acting at the Hay- 
market, of which Foote was the proprietor, 
they had a quarrel, and Baddely challenged 
him to fight with swords. On receiving the 
challenge Sam said, ‘‘Hey! what? fight! O 
the dog! so I have taken the spit from my 
kitchen fire, and stuck it by his side, and now 
the fellow wants to stick me with it!” He 
had a habit of smacking his lips always when 
speaking, which made C. Bannister one day 
say, ‘‘My dear Baddeley, everybody must 
know that you have been a cook, for you 
always seem to be ¢asting your words.” 

(To be continued.) 





ORIGINAL SONNET, 
CONTRIBUTED BXPRESSLY FOR THE 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


Reams of the boundless mind, with eager wing 
My soul to thee doth ever love to soar 
Above this grosser world, that I may pour 
Out my full heart, and hear the muses sing 
In concert sweet, while soft imagining 
Upon my senses fall their varied lay. 
These with the heart, those with the passions 


play, 
With sweet accord and plantive carolling. 
Yet higher aims have ye to teach mankind ; 
Pilots of human progress ye have taught 
High lessons to the all enquiring mind. 
Wisdom and love with truth alternate shed 
Their soul-subduing influence, and o’er me spread 
The mental wealth loved books that ye have 
brought. 
JouN Freperick Rows. 


————_a——— 


His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh 
honoured the Lyceum theatre with his presence 
on Monday evening. 


It is stated that the light to be exhibited 
on the great clock tower at Westminster during 
the sitting of Parliament will not bea lime 
light, but the magneto-electric light, which is 


much more brilliant, 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 





ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 


street, Lincolns Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BEAUFORT DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Mon- 
day evening at 8.30, at the “City of Lichfield,” 
corner of Elm-street, Gray’s Inn-road (facing Mount 
Pleasant). Mr Roe, manager. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘ Queen Arms,” Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W, Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton ; hon. secs. 
fer the Society, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne, 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o’clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members to be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. }. 
e Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 

ent. 


ECLECTIC.—Meet every Tuesday and Friday at the 
Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Soho. Mr Jas. GARDNER, 
Secretary. 

KEMBLE COMPANY AND DRAMATIC COL- 
LEGE, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 
Manager and instructor, Mr Wm. A. STANLEY. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 8, Annett’s Crescent, 

SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet_ every 
Thursday evening at 8.30, at the ‘Plough”’ Tavern, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr H. 
Williams ; acting-manager, Mr B. Corte; stage-mana- 
ger, Mr A. James; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 

THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB.—Established 1868.— 
Meetings twice a week. Performances given in aid of 
Charitable Institutions. For particulars, as to perfor- 
mances or admission into this select club, apply to the 
Manager, R. Horsiey Woods, Esq., 37, Markham- 
square, Chelsea, S.W. 





Applications to be addressed as above. 








HoLioway’s Pitis.—Stomach, liver, and 
bowels.—There is nothing hurtful in the composi- 
tion of these purifying Pills—nothing that can 
injure the most delicate constitutions. They 
improve the appetite, quicken the energies of the 
stomach and liver, and regulate the bowels. They 
thus become the surest safeguards against indi- 
gestion, and the safest promoters of the body's 
growth and the mind’s developement. Holloway’s 
Pills exert a wholesome alterative and tonic 
action on every internal organ, and they regulate 
every disordered or debilitated function. They 
are natural, and therefore efficient purifiers and 
correctives. Few unhealthy conditions of the 
stomach or digestive apparatus, can withstand 
the accumulative healthy influence obtained over 
the whole frame when these Pills are judiciously 
and perseveringly taken by invalide. 





GRECIAN.—On Monday a new comedy-drama 
was produced from the pen of Paul Merritt, 
Esq., with complete success, to a crowded and 
discriminating audience. It is in four acts, and 
contains many stirring incidents, the writing of 
which shews an educated mind; and the lan- 
guage is far above mediocrity. ‘Ihe author has 
dovetailed the plot well together, and the actors 
have all parts well suited to their ability ; Messrs 
James G, Conquest, Manning, Macdermot, and 
Jackson, are seen to great advantage; Mes- 
dames Mandlebert and A. Denvill did great jus- 
tice to two interesting, well-drawn characters, 
Our limits will not allow us to give the plot ; 
suffice it to say, the incidents of which are very 
inferesting, and many of the comic scenes very 
amusing. At the fall of the curtain, tle most 
enthusiastic applause followed, amidst loud 
calls for the author, who appeared before the 
curtain. 


SHakspEerE Copy Books.—There is yet hope 
that Shakspere may be effectually resuscitated 
(in the rising generation at least), thanks to Mr 
Warburton’s ‘‘Shakspere Copy Books for Schools; 
adapted,” as the title page tells us, to make 
youth acquainted with some of the wise teach- 
ings of the immortal Poet, conjointly with prac- 
tice in the art of writing.” This is really a happy 
thought, and must, we are sure, do much, if not 
all, that was required, to procure for our Shak- 
spere a proper locus standi, and Mr Warburton 
is to be congratulated on the happy inspiration 
of killing three birds with one stone, viz. (1), 
raising, let us bope, a lasting monument to the 
great Bard, by (2) implanting in the youthful 
mind many of his brightest gems, and (3) by 
doing this through the ordinary everyday task 
of a schoolboy’s life, the practice cf handwriting. 
We need but quote the first copy in book No. I, 
to give our readers an idea of the entire book 
of thirty-two pages, in small, large, text, and 
round hands, It is this 

“ A golden mind stoops not to shows of dross.” 
It is scarcely possible to conceive a better idea, 
and we shall gladly renew our somewhat failing 
hopes for Shakspere until we know this brave 
attempt has failed, and fail, we venture to think, 
it cannot, especially in the hands of such pub- 
lishers as Messrs Cassell, Petter, and Galpin. 


LADBROKE THEATRE. 
Revival of SPEED THE PLOUGH. 
R W. NICHOLLS as Sir Abel; Mr R. Gaston as 
Sir Philip; Messrs Lacey, Danbridge, and the 
Badbroke Caveee. Monday, 19th.—On the 26th, the 
BEGGAR’S OPERA. 

















Amateur Theatricals. 
ANTED, LADIES and GENTLEMEN to take 
part in the above. Costumes free, Address, 
PromptTek, care of Mr Hopcroft, Little Queen-street, 
Holborn. 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
YAMUEL MAY, ‘theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street. 
LS Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. Per 
sons about to follow the profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 


’ 
SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 
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WATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


: oo POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Lowise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musical Director, Mr, W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 


AMATEUR TRRATRICALS. 


ARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 25 and 31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 

Costumier to all the principal Amateur Dramatic Societies. Amateur Theatricals, School Festivities, Fétes, 

&c., supplied with Costumes, Wigs, Masks, Scenery, Flags, &c. His celebrated ex anding Portable Theatres, and 

Richardson’s Shows, that were fitted up at the Crystal Palace, Nobility and Rifle Fétes, with new Scenery, 

Raised Stages, Gas Fittings, &c., fitted up in any sized Town Hall or Drawing Room in Town or Country, Mrs, 
HARRISON’S Ladies’ Costume Warehouse, 25, Bow-street, W.C. 








MRS Me ALCOLM ) Madame Tussaua’s Exhibition, aes 


NFORMS AMATEURS and HER FRIENDS|()%, VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 





that she is getting up a J pDrianpd » nne ODELS of CELEBRITIES eat 
- | Characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
SERIES OF PERFORMANCES. portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 


LADIES and GENTLEMEN desirous of becoming | the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
Members can receive all information of Mrs MALCOLM,| PARTE, Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
every Friday evening at the PLoucu Tavern, Museum- | Queens from William the Conqueror. 
street, Oxford-street, W., or by letter, care of Miss Wells, New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 
20, Church-street, Trinity-square, Southwark, . Admission, ls; Children under ten yoers of age, 6d, 

Mrs MALCOLM is open to engagements. Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 9 
Elocution taught with stage practice by Mrs MALCOLM, | 4m. till 10 p.m. 


FIRST NIGHT’S PERFORMANCE Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 


WILL TAKE PLACE SHORTLY AT THE | OW ADDED a magnificent pore gt seme | of 


H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
Kinc’s Gross OR West END THEATRE, 








LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 


When the following pieces will be produced :— Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
BETSY BAKER, of Horrors, 6d. : 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
THE RIVALS, wa 
To be followed by Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.m. 





BLUE DEVILS, Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
NTLEMEN wishi : N VIEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
Cee eee an eee et Me fe, cusee |) PEROR’ and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
pieces must apply immediately to Mrs MALCOLM, | }; : 
at the above addresses. PRINCE IMPERIAL ; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
ae ioe ; ee shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &ec. 
“ I thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that Ican| Admission, ls,; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
write my name,””—2 “ Henry VI.,” act 4, scene 2. 6d, extra.—Open from 9 a.m. till 10 p.m. 
WARBURTON ’S 


Royal Polytechnic. 
$ F AKS P E RE C 0 PY B 0 0 KS, ROFESSOR PEPPER'S trip to the Western High- 
No. I., PRICE SIXPENCE : ae a A Ireland; grand scenery and Irish Songs 
sina y Miss Barth. 

. > : : Great Revival of Henry Russel’s songs, under his 

l\HE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- ; R ‘ ; 
fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S plays, | Personal kind superintendence, with grand Scenic and 
so that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at r L Kine : — Lencdioaml Sacedne Peau 
the same time be impressed with many of the noble illust ted be H. we Willi pc ful C uhestioniet 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. Se ee a coe) nee % ’ 

’ : and imitator of Birds and Animals. 
Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. Re-engagement of E. D. Davies, the Premier Ven- 
enctsinaainlsiiaiae — — triloquist. 

Wanted Good Amateurs. The Ghost and other Entertainments as usual. 

fYWO LADIES and TWO GENTLEMEN arerequired| Open daily from twelve to five, and seven to ten. 
as PIANISTS and VOCALISTS, to complete com- | Admission to the whole ONE SHILLING. 
y for DRAMATIC and MUSICAL RECITALS. LEICA es HN een | Sty 

Bubscriptions 10s. per quarter ; all profits equally divi-| published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’elock, by 
ded. Address, E. James, 352, Strand, W.C. 


Elocution and the Stage. 














Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW 
To be, had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns, 





R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, | *.* All private communications should be addressed to the 
M who will be thoroughly instructed and brought | Editor of the Taxarnicat Jounnat, 9, Aston-street, King’s 
out. Address,8, Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road,lsington, ross-road. 

















